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CONFIDENTIAL BEIRUT 4615 

E.9. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINS, PINT, MILI, ASEC, LE 

SUBJECT: LEBANESE SITUATION: AUGUST 10, 1978 - 1200 HOURS LOCAL 

REF: BEIRUT 4573 (DTG 090930Z AUG 78) 

1 . TENTATIVE CEASEFIRE AGREEMENT. 

A. TENSION HAS DECREASED CONSIDERABLY IN THE CITY, 
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AS THE CHRISTIAN MILITIAS AND THE SYRIANS AGREED TO A 
CEASE-FIRE BEGINNING LATE AUGUST 9 (SEPTEL). 

UNDER THE TERMS OF THE CEASE-FIRE: 

- THE CHRISTIAN MILITIAS HAVE ORDERED THEIR MEN 
"NOT TO APPEAR IN MILITARY UNIFORM OR WEAR WEAPONS 
IN PUBLIC IN THE ASHRAFIYAH AREA." 
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- THE CHRISTIAN MILITIAS HAVE AGREED TO ALLOW THE 
SYRIANS TO RESUPPLY THEIR POSITIONS IN EAST BEIRUT. 

- THE SYRIANS DID NOT AGREE TO A CHRISTIAN DEMAND FOR 
THE TOTAL WITHDRAWAL OF SYRIAN SOLDIERS FROM EAST 
BEIRUT, BUT DID AGREE TO REDUCE THE NUMBER OF THEIR 
POSITIONS AND TO ALLOW LEBANESE GENDARMES TO MAN KEY 
POSITIONS IN THE AREA. 

B. AS OF 12:00 HOURS LOCAL THE CEASE-FIRE IS HOLDING, 
ALTHOUGH THERE WAS SOME SMALL ARMS FIRE THE NIGHT 
OF AUGUST 9-10. 

2. BEIRUT PORT. 

HEAD OF THE BEIRUT PORT COMPAGNIE DE GESTION HENRI 
PHARAON TOLD EMBOFF THAT NEW AGREEMENT HAS BEEN 
REACHED TO REOPEN THE PORT. NEW OPENING DATE IS 
MONDAY, AUGUST 14. PREVIOUS SUCH AGREEMENT FAILED 
AUGUST 1 WHEN RIFLE-LAUNCHED GRENADES WERE FIRED INTO 
PORT AREA FROM NEAR-BY, PROBABLY KATAEB, POSITIONS. 

3. CHAMOUN AND GEMAYEL ATTACK SYRIAN ROLE. 

CAMILLE CHAMOUN AND PIERRE GEMAYEL HAVE STRONGLY 
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CRITICIZED KHADDAM'S REMARKS DURING HIS VISIT TO 
ZGHARTA ON APRIL 8. GEMAYEL SAID: "ANY FOREIGN FORCE IS 
ILL-STARRED WHEN ITS PRESENCE BECOMES OPPRESSING." 
CHAMOUN WAID THAT THE SYRIANS WERE IN FACT PURSUING A 
POLICY OF "OCCUPATION," CAMOUFLAGED BY ALTRUISTIC 
PRETENSIONS. 

4. KHATIB REPORTEDLY RELEASED. 

ACCORDING TO L'ORIENT LE’JOUR, LT. AHMAD KHATIB, 

OF THE LEFTIST LEBANESE ARMY (LAA) WAS RELEASED FROM 
CUSTODY IN DAMASCUS ON AUGUST 6 AND HAS RETURNED TO 
BEIRUT. THE FREEING OF KHATIB. IF TRUE, WILL MAKE IT 
MORE DIFFICULT FOR THE GOL TO SETTLE THE HADDAD AND 
SHIDIAK PROBLEMS. 

5. THE PEACE SHIP. 

A LEBANESE PATROL BOAT ESCORTED ABIE NATHAN S 
PEACE SHIP OUT OF LEBANESE TERRITORIAL WATERS BEFORE 
IT COULD UNLOAD ANY OF ITS MEDICAL SUPPLIES OR CANDY ON 
AUGUST 8. THE SHIP HAS REMAINED IN THE VICINITY, 
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HOWEVER, ABOUT SIX MILES OFF THE LEBANESE COAST. 

PARKER 
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